
CITY OF DRY RIDGE  
CITY COUNCIL MEETING  

October 05, 2015 

Council for the City of Dry Ridge met in regular session on October 05, 2015 at 6:00 p.m. at the 
Dry Ridge City Building, 31 Broadway, Dry Ridge, Kentucky, 41035, with the following present: 

Mayor:  James Wells 

Council: Kenny Edmondson, James Hendy, Carisa Hughett, Fred Money, Joni Pelfrey, Sara 
Cummins. 

City Attorney:  Pete Whaley 
                 
Staff:  Amy Kenner, Fire Chief Rodney Smith, Brent Cummins. 

Guests:  Gary Brock, Bryan Marshall, Judy Osborne. 

Mayor James Wells called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

Mayor Wells welcomed our guests, Council members, and City Attorney. 

Mayor Wells welcomed our staff. 

Mayor Wells introduced Council member Fred Money to give the invocation. 

Council member Fred Money gave the invocation. 

City Clerk/Treasurer Amy Kenner took attendance with six Council members being present.  

Mayor Wells presented the agenda for approval. 

Council member Fred Money moved, Council member Carisa Hughett seconded to approve the 
agenda. Motion carried.  Kenny Edmondson-yes, James Hendy-yes, Carisa Hughett-yes, Fred 
Money-yes, Joni Pelfrey-yes, Sara Cummins-yes. 

Mayor James Wells presented the minutes of 09-21-15 for approval. 

A spelling error was noted in the Road Department Report. This will be corrected before posting. 

Council member James Hendy moved, Council member Sara Cummins seconded to approve the 
minutes of 09-21-15.  Motion carried. Kenny Edmondson-yes, James Hendy-yes, Carisa Hughett-
yes, Fred Money-yes, Joni Pelfrey-yes, Sara Cummins-yes. 

REPORTS 

FIRE 



Chief Rodney Smith state it has been an active month. He presented the fire report for viewing. 
There have been 26 fire runs for the month.   

Chief Smith stated he just received the other portion of the report in his email. He summarized the 
results for council. From August 1 – October 1 there have been 215 EMS runs; 84 in Dry Ridge, 29 
within the city limits. Chief Smith stated they are seeing more runs since Rural Metro is not around 
as much. 

Chief Smith stated he had a meeting with St. Elizabeth regarding their issue with getting patients in 
and out of their facilities.  Since each St. Elizabeth is specialized it is hard to get patients to the 
facility needed, this is costing more time. 

Rural Metro has a contract with St. Elizabeth to haul patients from one St. Elizabeth facility to 
another.  They are not able to keep up with what is needed from St. Elizabeth. St. Elizabeth would 
like more help from other departments, Dry Ridge is limited to the amount of help that can be 
given due to location and staff. Rural Metro has one unit stationed at the hospital and one at 
Crittenden but they are not always manned. 

Chief Smith stated he is supposed to have another meeting on the 18th. All nine fire chiefs at the 
last meeting suggested St. Elizabeth start doing some of their own transports. Chief Smith stated 
St. Elizabeth has been calling 911 for non emergency transports.  Chief Smith stated the Grant 
County Hospital does not have the staff or beds to accommodate the runs they are seeing. 

Chief Smith gave an update on Jonathan Morrisey’s surgery. They were able to get all the cancer 
during the surgery. Jonathan will not have to have Chemo or Radiation. He will be off several 
weeks for recovery, six week minimum but could be eight to ten weeks. 

POLICE 

Mayor Wells stated Chief Rick Kells was not present because he was working a burglary at 
Butch’s garage. The officers were able to recover most of the items that were stolen. Chief Kells is 
executing a search warrant tonight for the items. 

Mayor Wells presented the monthly stats for council to review. 

Mayor Wells stated he had asked Chief Kells about any curfew occurrences or questions that have 
come up. Chief Kells could not tell exact numbers, there had been five juvenile reports but could 
not say if it was curfew related. 

WATER 

Mayor James Wells stated they met last Friday with the company ding the water tower.  They are 
supposed to start prep work on this Friday.  Jamey Rhoton will drain the tower on this Thursday.  
This will cause the tower to be out of commission.  The contract is for 50 days start to finish. 

SEWER 

Mayor James Wells stated that when the power is out for over one hour, they must notify the water 
department. 



ROAD DEPARTMENT 

Mayor James Wells stated there was no report to be given. 

PLANNING AND ZONING 

Mayor James Wells stated there will be a Board of Adjustment and Zoning meeting on October 22, 
2015 at 2 p.m. They will be reviewing Conditional Use Applications from RGC Enterprise and 
Judy Wells at 24 Broadway. 

PARK & RECREATION 

Mayor James Wells stated there was not report to be given. 

IT 

Brent Cummins stated there was not report to be given. 

MAYOR 

Mayor Wells informed council of changes to the Police Academy. The Academy is changing to a 
29 week program; this will cause the entire program to be 30-31 weeks.  He wanted to let council 
know this since it will need to be factored in if or when someone is sent to the academy. 

Mayor Wells spoke about the slippage at Ridgeview Circle. The City has been out and looked at 
the site several times. Jamey Rhoton has spoken to the City Engineer to find out where the report 
is. They are trying to determine why the road is slipping; is the road pushing the land or is the fill 
pulling the road. 

Mayor Wells spoke about the expansion of the area called Duke Island. Grant County School 
wants the road widened to get the school bus down the road.  The road is constantly being torn up 
by plows and garbage trucks.  The land in question is owned by the City of Dry Ridge. 

Mayor Wells asked if the Council would want to widen the road in the curve to accommodate the 
school bus. A discussion was had as to if an expansion should be done and if it were would it be to 
accommodate the City or the school. 

Mayor Wells stated he would like to start a Street Maintenance Priority List. He wants someone 
from Council to help with this.  They would compile a list of all City streets, when they were last 
worked on, and keep a list of when work should be performed so funds can be allocated 
appropriately.  Currently Mayor Wells cannot find any documentation as to when roads were 
paved.  Carissa Hughett and Joni Pelfrey stated they would be willing to work together on the 
project. 

Mayor Wells stated he wanted to give Council an update on the Industrial Development Authority.  
Mayor Wells stated he has spoken with Wade Gutman and he has been invited to our Council 
Meeting to tell what is going on, but he has not done so.  Mayor Wells stated that Mr. Gutman has 



given his resignation effective December 31, 2015.  Mayor Wells would like to know if Council 
would like to be involved with picking the new person to take Mr. Gutman’s place. 

Mayor Wells stated that the City of Dry Ridge contributes a large amount of money each year and 
feels the City should have a say in who the replacement is. Mayor Wells stated the IDA needs to 
look at more than Industry but economic growth as a whole. 

Mayor Wells stated the IDA was created in 1993. It created a board that is appointed by the Judge 
Executive; however, Dry Ridge does not have a direct appointment.  The IDA meets one time a 
month. 

Mayor Wells stated he has an issue with the percentage of funding being paid for by each city. It is 
currently based on population at the time the IDA was created (41% County, 30% City of 
Williamstown, 7.5% City of Crittenden, 21% City of Dry Ridge, 0.5% City of Corinth). 

Council member Sara Cummins stated she would like to look into what the City is paying for not 
just the amount. 

Mayor Wells stated he would take questions from Council and will get answers for the next 
meeting. 

NEW BUSINESS 

A.  FIRE TRUCK BID 

Chief Smith asked the Council for permission to put the purchase of the new fire truck out for bid.  
The fire department has narrowed down what they feel would work for the City.   

Council member Fred Money moved, Council member Sara Cummins seconded to put the fire 
truck out for bid. Motion carried.  Kenny Edmondson-yes, James Hendy-yes, Carisa Hughett-yes, 
Fred Money-yes, Joni Pelfrey-yes, Sara Cummins-yes. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Council member Fred Money moved, Council member Carisa Hughett seconded to adjourn.  
Motion carried. Kenny Edmondson-yes, James Hendy-yes, Carisa Hughett-yes, Fred Money-yes, 
Joni Pelfrey-yes, Sara Cummins-yes. 

______________________________________                        _______________________ 
AMY KENNER, CITY CLERK/TREASURER                        JAMES WELLS, MAYOR 


