
From: Lynne Saddler lynne.saddler@nkyhealth.org
Subject: Mosquito Spraying Update

Date: August 10, 2016 at 5:44 PM
To: Lynne Saddler lynne.saddler@nkyhealth.org

This message is being sent to Judge Executives, Fiscal Court members, and mayors of Boone,
Campbell, Grant, and Kenton Counties.

Dear Local Official,

 

Recent media reports and social media posts have brought about concerns regarding the use of
spraying as a measure to prevent local transmission of the Zika virus. Unfortunately, the reports
and online discussion have included inaccurate and misleading information, often from
individuals who are not knowledgeable about Zika prevention or mosquito control.

 

The Northern Kentucky Health Department is sharing the information below and in the attached
files in an effort to ensure that you have credible and accurate information that you can share with
your constituents if desired.

 

Mosquito spraying is a precautionary measure. It can temporarily reduce the number of adult
mosquitoes, which helps ensure that the individual with Zika is not bitten. This in turn protects
both pregnant women (who are at highest risk from complications of the Zika virus) and the
general public from being bitten by an infected mosquito which could transmit the illness.

 

An overview of the Zika response process

When a Northern Kentucky resident is confirmed to have Zika, a comprehensive investigation is
conducted.

 

The individual with Zika is contacted by the Health Department to determine the potential source
of infection, travel history, exposure risks, etc. The individual is also instructed on protective
measures he/she should to take in order to reduce the potential of being bitten by local
mosquitoes. This measure is intended to keep the virus out of our local mosquito population.  

 

Because Zika is not transmitted from person-to-person through casual contact, there is no risk to
first responders when dealing with individuals who have a confirmed case of Zika.
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At the same time, the Health Department evaluates the environmental risks of Zika transmission
in those areas where the individual lives or works. This includes looking for areas of standing
water or containers that could allow for standing water, which may encourage mosquito breeding.
Depending on the findings, property owners may be directed to take steps to remove sources of
standing water and a mosquito larvicide, which prevents mosquitoes from hatching, can be
applied. Additional education is also provided to property owners.  

 

The findings from both the medical and environmental investigation are relayed to the Kentucky
Department for Public Health and the Kentucky Department of Agriculture. As is the state's
protocol, this information is reviewed and a determination is made as to the appropriateness of
spraying for mosquitoes. If these agencies determine to move forward with spraying, the
Department of Agriculture conducts the spraying, normally within three days of the reported
positive case.

 

The product used by the Department of Agriculture for spraying has been reported to be
extremely safe and of very low risk to humans or pets when used according to direction and
when applied by trained professionals. It is applied in very low volume (less than 1 ounce per
acre) and biodegrades in a short time span and when exposed to sunlight. It is routinely utilized
throughout Kentucky, the U.S. and other countries as an effective means to reduce mosquito
populations in both residential, business and recreational venues. Additional information about
the product can be found in the attached fact sheet from its manufacturer.

 

The date and location of the spraying is not released publicly for several reasons. First, identifying
the area could lead to the identification of the infected individual, which would be in violation of
federal health privacy laws. Second, the products used by the Department of Agriculture do
not require any precautionary measures by residents or first responders; thus residents of the
areas being sprayed do not need to change their behavior.

 

As a courtesy, however, the Health Department has been providing a notification to the County
Judge Executive and city mayors/managers in the jurisdictions affected prior to spraying, so they
are aware of the situation should they get questions from the public.

 

The Health Department is charged with protecting the health of our community and it is a
responsibility that we take seriously. I have included our media statement on spraying as well as a
fact sheet about the product being used by the Department of Agriculture. Additional information
about Zika is available on our website at http://www.nkyhealth.org/zika.aspx.  Please contact me
should you have any questions or concerns that I can help address.

 

http://www.nkyhealth.org/zika.aspx


Sincerely
Lynne M. Saddler, MD, MPH
District Director of Health
Northern Kentucky Independent District Health Department
Accredited Health Department, Public Health Accreditation Board
610 Medical Village Drive, Edgewood, KY 41017
859.341.4264 x. 2000 / Lynne.Saddler@nkyhealth.org
 

The Northern Kentucky Health Department is the public agency charged with performing mandated public health services and addressing priority
community health needs.

We prevent disease, promote wellness, and protect against health threats.

NOTICE OF CONFIDENTIALITY: This e-mail, including any attachments, is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and
may contain confidential information that is legally privileged and exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If the reader of this message is not the
intended recipient, you are notified that any review, use, disclosure, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
communication in error, please contact the sender by reply e-mail and destroy all copies of the original message.
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